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Distinguished guests, 

 

Panel of Judges, 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

 

Welcome Address 

 

1. A very good morning to all of you. It is my pleasure to 

be with you here today at the 16th Annual Safety Award 

Convention, where we recognise and celebrate the 

achievements of organisations which have made 

outstanding contributions in workplace safety, health and 

environmental management for all our projects. This 

convention is an annual event where LTA and its 

industry partners come together to share experiences and 



encourage each other to bring enhanced safety to the 

forefront. 

 

Progress Towards Zero Accident 

2. As we strive towards achieving zero accidents, I am sure 

all of you would agree with me that this journey has not 

been an easy one. While we continue to implement and 

complete LTMP projects, the expected manhours worked 

have increased significantly. There is a 11% increase to 

almost 67 million manhours worked comparing 2013 and 

2014 from January to September.  

 

3. With the inception of our ‘Zero Accident Movement’ in 

2012, there has been a significant reduction of serious 

workplace accidents. However, some accidents which 

have resulted in the loss of lives still occur. Last month, 

there were two unfortunate cases. Over the past two 



years, we have observed a trend of contractors becoming 

complacent towards the end of the project. For example, 

the last bore pile, last concrete pour or last concrete slab 

to be installed – could result in serious accidents and loss 

of lives. I urge all of you to be vigilant and work closely 

with LTA to stop such accidents.   

 

4. We have recently conducted a review of past accidents 

and have observed a higher trend in hand related injury 

occurrences. Hence, LTA continues to emphasize the 

importance of achieving Zero Accidents through new 

initiatives such as regular Safety Timeouts, “Your Hands 

are Precious” campaign and the LTA Workplace Safety 

and Health Day. 

 

 

 



Reducing Hazards through Innovation & Technology 

5. LTA has also taken the lead by mandating the 

requirement for more skilled and experienced workers to 

be deployed on our projects. This will enable our 

workforce to have a greater appreciation of work 

associated risks and hazards. For instance, we have 

initiated a pilot trial that mandates the use of highly 

skilled craftsman for RC works in two of the Thomson 

Line contracts whereby we are using productive 

technologies much more aggressively. This is to ensure 

that construction firms do not overly rely on low skilled 

labour. 

 

6. This year’s theme ‘Reduce Hazards through Innovation 

and Technology’ is a timely reminder to all involved on 

our projects to find ways to mechanise, automate and 

streamline our work processes. By injecting new ideas 



into our construction methods and incorporating the use 

of construction technologies, we can eliminate, if not 

reduce workers’ exposure to hazards on our worksites. I 

am heartened to note that our LTA project teams have 

explored and included the use of new technologies and 

construction methods for the Thomson Line project. This 

includes the use of ground freezing technology for the 

Marina Bay Station, a first in the construction of our rail 

network. This technology will freeze the ground water to 

form an ‘ice-wall’ that can prevent the ingress of ground 

water during the tunnel mining process.  In this way, we 

can reduce the risks of ground settlement and have 

enhanced safety. 

 

7. With the potential benefits to safety and productivity, I 

strongly encourage all of you, leaders in the construction 

industry, to review your construction processes and to 



explore the use of new construction technologies for our 

projects.  Some of you would have tried out or 

implemented successfully such new technologies or 

methods on projects elsewhere, and where these have 

proven beneficial, I would look forward to these being 

implemented on LTA projects as well.  

 

New Awards - Most Improved Contractor Award 

8. This year, we will be introducing a new award, known as 

‘The Most Improved Contractor Award’. This award 

seeks to give recognition to deserving contractors that 

have made significant improvements in their WSH 

standards, and to encourage our contractors to strive for 

WSH excellence.  

 

Environmental Excellence 



9. Besides focusing on our goal of Zero Accident, we must 

remain vigilant in dealing with environmental and public 

health concerns. Construction noise continues to be a 

challenge that we must diligently manage and engage our 

stakeholders. Hence we have included active stakeholder 

engagement as part of the ASAC award assessment. 

 

10. Prevention of Dengue is also one of our top priorities. 

This year, the number of dengue cases has reached an all-

time high of about 15,600 as of end September and 

counting. Dengue is a disease that threatens our workers, 

friends and family, and will continue to be a prevailing 

national concern. As such, we must collectively make a 

concerted effort to help control the situation.  

 

11. Towards this end, we have implemented the LTA 

Dengue Contingency Plan and are working closely with 



the Inter-Agency Dengue Task Force to raise awareness 

with our partners.  Even with these systems and 

procedures in place, we should not be complacent. All 

potential breeding grounds must be eliminated.  

 

 

 

Conclusion 

12. Finally, my heartiest congratulations to all the finalists 

and winners of the Annual Safety Award Convention 

2014. Your achievements signify our progress towards 

safety and environmental excellence. We are moving in 

the right direction towards accident-free worksites and 

we need your support to move us closer to our ‘Zero-

Accident’ target. Together, let’s create a safe work 

environment. Thank you. 


