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SUMMARY OF RESPONSE TO FEEDBACK ON ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA) 
AT LAUREL WOOD AVENUE  

 

In recent years, housing demand has remained strong and broad-based. This is driven by various 
factors such as higher household formation rates (e.g. more young couples, singles choosing to 
live independently), smaller household sizes as well as an ageing population and increasing life 
expectancy – all of which contribute to sustained demand for homes. 

 

A. Site Context and Environmental Considerations  

Holland Plain has been zoned for ‘Residential’ use since Master Plan 1998. Following extensive 
engagement with local residents, the detailed land use and parcellation plans were formalized 
in Master Plan 2019. About two-thirds of the 34-ha site is slated for private housing, with an 
anticipated yield of 2,500 dwelling units, while the remaining one-third has been safeguarded for 
park spaces.  

The proposal is to enhance the road network at Laurel Wood Avenue to accommodate the 
projected traffic demand from these upcoming residential developments. The project scope 
includes:  

• Construction of new road infrastructures,  

• Provision of roadside planting and street lighting, and 

• Installation of commuter facilities, roadside drainage, and other ancillary works.  

To integrate environmental considerations into the development phase, the Land Transport 
Authority (LTA) commissioned an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) to evaluate potential 
impacts on surrounding environment and biodiversity, while recommending mitigation 
measures to maintain impacts at acceptable levels. The full EIA can be found here.  

The EIA Study Area encompasses a portion of the Greenleaf vegetated area, a 27-ha secondary 
forest within the Bukit Timah Planning Area. The EIA Study Area extends up to 100 m from the 
proposed development boundary, covering approximately 5.28-ha.  

https://www.lta.gov.sg/content/ltagov/en/who_we_are/statistics_and_publications/reports.html
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 Figure 1. Project Development Area with EIA Study Boundary 

The following salient points are the key findings of the EIA Study:  

i. Vegetation and Habitats: The EIA Study Area comprises four (4) distinct vegetative 
habitats, including Albizia-dominated forest and scrubland. Two (2) swampy ponds, 
maintained by surface runoff, were also documented. No perennial streams were 
observed; all watercourses within the Study Area were identified to be ephemeral.  

ii. Flora Inventory: A total of 63 flora species were recorded, including eight (8) species of 
conservation significance.  

iii. Fauna Inventory: Surveys identified 102 fauna species, consisting of 57 birds, 12 
mammals, five (5) reptiles, seven (7) amphibians, 15 butterflies, and six (6) odonates. 
Notably, eight (8) species of conservation significance were identified, along with five (5) 
raptor nests situated near the northeastern boundary.  

 

The following key mitigation measures are recommended in the EIA Study:  

i. Wildlife Management Plan: A Wildlife Management Plan, incorporating a wildlife 
shepherding plan, should be implemented under the supervision of an Environmental 
Management and Monitoring Plan (EMMP) Consultant to prevent animal mortality during 
construction. Hoarding plan should account a minimum height of 2.4 m and 300 mm 
embedment into the ground. These hoarding should be planned along the existing roads 
to reduce the risk of roadkill during construction. Regular biodiversity monitoring should 
be conducted to monitor the effectiveness of these measures.  
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ii. Water Quality Monitoring and Pollution Control: Routine water quality monitoring and 
environmental audit should be carried out throughout the construction phase. Strict 
measures should be implemented to ensure silty discharge does not enter the Canal.  
 

iii. Noise and Light Management: Noise barriers should be installed where necessary, and 
construction and street lighting should be shielded and directed inward/downward to 
minimize disturbance to nearby noise- and light-sensitive receptors.  

 

B. Engagement with Stakeholders  

In collaboration with the National Parks Board (NParks) and the Urban Redevelopment Authority 
(URA), which commissioned a separate EIA for Holland Plain, Nature Group (NG) representatives 
were collectively engaged in July 2025 on both EIAs. This collaborative session allowed NG 
representatives, government agencies, and environmental consultants to discuss the 
assessment findings and refine mitigation strategies that reconciles development objectives 
with biodiversity conservation.  

NG representatives emphasized the importance of maintaining ecological connectivity between 
the Greenleaf vegetated area, the Holland Green Linear Park, and the Rail Corridor. In response, 
the LTA proposed the inclusion of a 5 m wide planting verge on the canal bridge to facilitate the 
movement of ground-dwelling wildlife. The NG representatives also highlighted that survey 
efforts should have included areas adjacent to the Canal and coverage during the migratory bird 
season to ensure a more comprehensive baseline. These inputs were incorporated into the final 
EIA, which was subsequently published for public consultation from 12 December 2025 to 8 
January 2026.  

 

C. Summary of Public Consultation Responses  

Three (3) formal responses were received during the public consultation period and are 
summarized below:  

  
i. Strategic Necessity and Traffic Planning  

Respondents questioned the strategic need for the new road infrastructure. Suggestions 
were made to utilize or upgrade existing roads, such as Old Holland Road or Garlick 
Avenue, as alternatives to the proposed development.  
 

ii. Ecological Impact and Habitat Loss  
Members of the public expressed concerns regarding potential habitat degradation. They 
highlighted that these green spaces serve as a "lifeline for nature" and provide significant 
intangible benefits to the local community and residents. 
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iii. Connectivity and Wildlife Movement  

Concerns were raised regarding the road’s potential to act as a physical barrier. 
Specifically, respondents noted the risk of proximity of the proposed planting verge to the 
road, as well as fragmented connectivity for wildlife moving between the Greenleaf 
vegetated area, the Holland Green Linear Park, and the Rail Corridor.  
 
 

D. Summary of Responses to Public Feedback Received  

The EIA has been revised to incorporate all formal responses received during the stakeholder 
engagement and public disclosure period. By implementing the proposed mitigation measures, 
the EIA concludes that the residual environmental impacts will be reduced to acceptable, 
mainly "slight" levels.  

i. Strategic Need and Traffic Planning  
While connectivity exists from Old Holland Road to Sixth Avenue via Garlick, Lasia, and 
Lantana Avenues, these are local access roads with limited capacity. Widening these 
roads is unfeasible due to existing residential frontages and are unable to accommodate 
projected increase in vehicular traffic.  
 
The proposed alignment at Laurel Wood Avenue is primarily planned along existing urban 
edges, pavements, covered drains, and grassland to minimize habitat degradation. While 
some vegetation clearance is unavoidable due to site constraints, particularly in the 
northern section of the alignment, this impact has been carefully assessed. Mitigation 
measures have been recommended to reduce habitat loss, minimize disturbance to 
wildlife, and safeguard ecological connectivity where feasible.  
 

ii. Ecological Connectivity and Wildlife Movement  

The recommendation for the planting verge is based on the current development context 
and existing ecological conditions within and adjacent to the Study Area during the 
assessment. Although the vegetated area south of Laurel Wood Avenue is zoned 
‘Residential’, there are no immediate development plans, allowing this planting verge to 
provide a functional ecological link.  

In addition, the project will expand mitigation strategies to include the operational phase. 
Measures to reduce wildlife-vehicle collisions, such as wildlife warning signage, slow 
marking or railings will be considered.  
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iii. Establishment of a Comprehensive Baseline  

To address feedback regarding survey gaps, additional studies were conducted in areas 
adjacent to the Canal and during the migratory bird season. These findings have been 
included into the baseline of the updated EIA report, and would not change the original 
impact outcomes or mitigation measures proposed. 
 

iv. Implementation of an Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan (EMMP)  

An EMMP Consultant will be engaged to develop a detailed framework that manages 
potential impacts and monitors the effectiveness of mitigation measures. Key 
components include regular environmental audits and biodiversity monitoring 
throughout the construction phase, development of a Wildlife Management Plan 
(including wildlife shepherding plan and an emergency response plan) to manage animal 
entrapment or rescue requirements during construction. 

 


